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by the threatening attitude of that organization, the
Missourians were giving notice beforehand that violence
would be used upon any intending settlers who might
be opposed to the introduction of slavery.

Douglas had wonderful skill in introducing sophisms
into a discussion so deftly that his opponent would not
be likely to notice them, or would think them not worth
answering, and then enlarging upon them and leading
the debate away upon a false scent, thus convincing the
hearers that, as his opponent was weak in this particu-
lar, he was probably weak everywhere. It was TrumbulFs
forte that he never failed to detect these tricks and turns
and never neglected them, but exposed them instantly,
before proceeding on the main line of his argument. It
was this faculty that made his coming into the Senate a
welcome reinforcement to the Republican side of the
chamber.

The report under consideration abounded in these
characteristic Douglas pitfalls. It said, for example:

Although the act of incorporation [of the Emigrant Aid
Company] does not distinctly declare that it was formed for the
purpose of controlling the domestic institutions of Kansas and
forcing it into the Union with a prohibition of slavery in her
constitution, regardless of the rights and wishes of the people as
guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States and secured "by
their organic law> yet the whole history of the movement, the
circumstances in which it had its origin, and the professions and
avowals of all engaged in it rendered it certain and undeniable
that such was its object.

Here was a double sophistry: First, the implication
that, if the Emigrant Aid Company had boldly avowed
that its purpose was to control the domestic institutions
of Kansas and bring it into the Union as a free state, its
heinousness would have been plain to all; second, that the
Constitution of the United States, and the organic actnment for ten years. That of advising
